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	BASEL CONVENTION APPLICATION PROCESS FOR TRANSBOUNDARY MOVEMENTS OF HAZARDOUS WASTES


1. Introduction 

In order to maintain a responsible framework to manage the import and export of waste the Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) acceded to the Basel Convention on the Transboundary Movements of Hazardous and Other Waste and their Disposal on 5 May 1994. The Basel Convention, which came into force on 5 May 1992 in pursuance of Article 25(1) of the Convention, was established to protect human health and the environment against adverse effects resulting from generation, management, transboundary movement and disposal of hazardous and other wastes.

The Convention regulates the transboundary movement (import and export) of hazardous and other wastes applying the “Prior Informed Consent” procedure, shipments made without the consent are illegal. It also promotes the harmonization of appropriate policies, strategies and measures for minimizing harm to human health and the environment by hazardous and other wastes. 
Having become a party to the Convention, South Africa is bound by all obligations under the Basel Convention. South Africa is expected to prevent or minimize the generation of waste in terms of quantity and hazardousness, to treat and dispose of wastes as close to the source of generation as possible and to reduce the movement of waste across the borders.

2. Purpose of the document

The purpose of this guideline is to:

· provide direction and assistance to the applicants who wants to import or export waste.

· establish best practice for import and export of hazardous and other waste through application control process; and
· assist applicants to submit the required information first time to reduce the amount of time spent waiting for additional documents,
3. Requirements for the import and export of waste
A. Import of hazardous waste to south africa

The following documents are required when importing waste:

· Cover letter indicating the type of waste, quantity, country of origin, reason for the import.

· Notification document completed in full

· Safety Data sheet 

· Liability insurance (indicating the validity period)

· Sales Contract/Agreement

· Waste Management License of the receiving facility

The application must be lodged with the Competent Authority of the exporting country

B. EXPORT of hazardous waste to south africa

The following documents are required when exporting waste:

· Cover letter indicating the type of waste, quantity, country of origin, reason for the import.

· Notification document completed in full

· Safety Data sheet 

· Liability insurance (indicating the validity period)

· Sales Contract/Agreement

· Waste Management License/operating certificate of the receiving facility

The application must be lodged with the Department of Environmental Affairs

C. IMPORT OR EXPORT OF NON-HAZARDOUS WASTE TO AND FROM SOUTH AFRICA
The following documents are required when importing waste:

· Cover letter indicating the type of waste, quantity, country of origin, reason for the import.

· Sales Contract/Agreement

· Waste Management License/operating certificate of the receiving facility
· Letter from the Competent Authority where the exporting country is Botswana, Mozambique, Namibia or Swaziland
The application must be lodged with the Department of Environmental Affairs
D. TRANSIT OF THROUGH SOUTH AFRICA

The following documents are required when applying for a transit of waste:

· Cover letter indicating the type of waste, quantity, country of origin, country of destination and reasons for export (reason must be based on Basel Convention principles).
· Notification document completed in full

· Liability insurance (indicating the validity period)

4. Focal and Competent Authorities of the signatories of the Basel Convention 

The above authorities can be found on the following link on the internet:

http://www.basel.int/Countries/CountryContacts/tabid/1342/Default.aspx 

5. Import and Export of Hazardous and Non-hazardous Waste by Countries which are Not Party to Basel Convention

Any country, which is not party to the Basel convention, is allowed to move waste if there is a bilateral agreement between the two countries. The Bilateral will be implemented under the conditions of the Basel Convention.

6. International Trade and Administration Commission of South Africa (ITAC)
Once the Consent is granted by DEA, the applicant must apply to ITAC and obtain an ITAC permit 

7. Contact information 

Director: Hazardous Waste Management

Department of Environmental Affairs

Private Bag X447
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	NAME 
	RANK 
	CONTACT DETAILS  

	Ms. Sharon Mogomotsi
	Director: Hazardous Waste Management
	Tel: +27 12 399 9767
email: smogomotsi@environment.gov.za 

	Mr. Zama Mtembu
	Control Environmental Officer Gr B
	Tel: +27 12 399 8822
email: zmtembu@environment.gov.za 

	Mr. Mpho Morudu
	Control Environmental Officer Gr A
	Tel: +27 12 399 9773
email: mmorudu@environment.gov.za 

	Ms. Ndivhuwo Gereda
	Control Environmental Officer Gr A
	Tel: +27 12 399 9771
email: ngereda@environment.gov.za 

	Mr. Benny Sekgobela
	Control Environmental Officer Gr A
	Tel: +27 12 399 9816
email: bsekgobela@environment.gov.za 

	Dr. Shauna Costley
	Control Environmental Officer Gr B
	Tel: +27 12 399 9775
email: scostley@environment.gov.za 

	Mr. Crystal Baloyi
	Control Environmental Officer Gr A
	Tel: +27 12 399 9774
email: cbaloyi@environment.gov.za 

	Mr. Kagiso Mokone
	Control Environmental Officer Gr A
	Tel: +27 12 399 9680
email: kmokone@environment.gov.za 
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