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INTRODUCTION

ÁPesticides include a wide range of products for the control of 

weeds, insects, algae, and fungal pathogens. They are 

widely used in agriculture sector, households and  are also 

in human health for protecting against disease vectors such 

as mosquitoes

Á Increased  food production will be needed to keep pace with 

growing population. Pesticides are an indispensable tool to 

ensure human health, food production, food safety and food 

security



ÁAccess to and use pesticides is regulated by the DAFF in

partnership with other government departments.

ÁThe DAFF regulates the manufacture, distribution, sales,

use and advertisement of pesticides. It derives this

mandate from the Fertilizers, Farm Feeds, Agricultural

Remedies and Stock Remedies Act, 1947 (Act No. 36 of

1947).

ÅPesticides have been regulated in South Africa for the past

63 years by the Department and to date about 9000

pesticide products

LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK ON THE

REGULATION OF PESTICIDES



Á The DAFF administers the legislation in partnership with other 

government Departments:

ÅSection 24 of the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 

Act No. 108 of 1996), 

ÅMedicines and Related Substances Control Act, 1965 (Act 101 

of 1965), 

ÅHazardous Substances Act, 1973 (Act 15 of 1973);

Å The Foodstuffs, Cosmetics and Disinfectants Act (FCDA), 

1972 (Act No. 54 of 1972).

ÅThe Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHSA), 1993 (Act 

No. 85 of 1993)

LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK ON THE

REGULATION OF PESTICIDES CONT.



ÅAgricultural Pest Act, 1983 (Act No 36 of 1983); and

ÅInternational obligation and agreements:

VRotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent 

Procedure  (PIC) for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and 

Pesticide in international trade;

VMontreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone 

Layer;

VStockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants 

(POPs); and

VGlobally Harmonised System (GHS) of Classification and 

Labelling   of Chemicals

LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK ON THE

REGULATION OF PESTICIDES CONT.



Á In terms of section 3(2)(a) of Act 36 of 1947, with inputs from 

other government departments, DAFFôs  ensure, through 

rigorous science based risk assessment that pesticides are:

Åsafe for human health and the environment; 

Åefficacious; they do the job they are supposed to do 

properly labelled; and

Ånot negatively affect trade.

MANDATE OF THE DEPARTMENT 



ÁThe DAFF is responsible for the regulation of pesticides to

ensure the protection of the health and safety of people,

animals and crops, the environment, and trade. It does this

through:

ÅEvidence-based scientific evaluation and approval of

pesticides;

ÅThe review of certain pesticides of concern to ensure that

they continue to meet contemporary standards, and

ÅMonitoring, compliance and enforcement.

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE DAFF



ÁDuring the approval of a pesticides, the DAFF undertakes 

an assessment to determine whether it can be satisfied that 

the use of the products will not have a harmful effect on 

human health, the environment, effectiveness and trade 

ÁAssessments can be complex and lengthy (some may take 

up to 24 months to complete) and will take into account a 

wide range of scientific data and information.

SCIENTIFIC EVALUATION AND APPROVAL 

PESTICIDE PRODUCT


