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Strategic Context
ÅState of Waste Management in SA 

ÅEvolution of Waste Management 
policy and practice 

ÅTransformation of the Waste Sector 
ςwaste rights, SMME, CO-OPs,SETA

ÅTransition to a recycling economy ς
pricing, funding, waste charges

ÅWaste valorisation ςwaste to 
energy, value chain, technology, 
SMMEs

ÅRegulatory Reforms ςnew regs, 

ÅInstitutional & Governance Reforms

ÅImprove Municipal Support



Key issues and challenges

Å Institutional and Governance

Å Integrated planning and development

Å Ineffective Funding and budgetary 

constraints

ÅRegulatory and Legislative issues

ÅManagement and Operations ï

ÅCost recovery models

ÅCapacity building and Awareness

ÅEnforcement matters

ÅCompliance and enforcement issues

ÅEconomic opportunities ïrecycling 

economy
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Global and local drivers

Å Waste management is currently 

undergoing a major global 

paradigm shift
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Global and local drivers:

Å Population growth and 

urbanisation

Å Increasing quantity and 

complexity of waste

Å Climate change 

Å Carbon economics 

Å Resource scarcity

Å Commodity prices

Å Energy security

Å Globalisation

Å Job creation

Å Tightening regulation
South Africa

Global



STRATEGIC CONTEXT

ÅSouth Africaôs commitment to sustainable development is 

aimed at balancing the broader economic and social challenges 

while protecting environmental resources. 

ÅFor the waste sector in South Africa this means care must be 

taken to ensure wise consumption and production patterns, 

resource efficiency, waste prevention and minimization 

and waste reuse and recovery. 



STRATEGIC CONTEXT

ÅTransitioning to a RECYCLING ECONOMY, economy 

has sound economic and social justification. 

ÅThis transition would involve levelling the playing 

field for greener products by reforming policies and 

developing incentives, strengthening market 

infrastructure, redirecting public investment, 

greening public procurement and improving 

institutional and implementation capacity. 



PROBLEM STATEMENT
ÅWaste management has traditionally suffered from pervasive 

under-pricing, which means that the costs of waste 

management are not fully internalised and industry, and waste 

disposal is preferred over other options.

ÅIt represents a market failure in that waste and recyclable 

materials are undervalued which results in more waste ending 

up on our streets, rivers and landfill sites. By apportioning the 

right value to waste, more markets and tradein recyclable 

goods will be created resulting in more jobs and more 

enterprise development.



BACKGROUND WASTE ACT AMENDMENTS
Å The NationalEnvironmentalManagement: WasteAct, 2008 regulateswaste

managementin order to protecthealth and the environmentby providing

reasonablemeasuresforthepreventionofpollutionandecologicaldegradationand

forsecuringecologicallysustainabledevelopment.

Å Since2009, certainimplementationchallengeswithrespecttosomeprovisionsof

theNEMWAwereidentifiedbythedepartmentandstakeholders

Å Theserelateto: regulatorycertainty,institutional implementationcapacity,

interpretation,andadministration.

Å Thewastesectorhasbeenidentifiedashavingsignificantpotentialforjobcreation
andcontributingtothemacroeconomy



NEW PRICING REGIME

ÅIn order to facilitate more market demand for recyclable goods 

and services there is a need to embark on a integrated approach 

to quantifying the economic potential of the all waste streams 

ÅA new pricing strategy is thus envisaged in the new 

amendments which seeks to provide the guiding methodology to 

be developed between all stakeholders. 

ÅThis will incorporated into a Money Bill which will be developed 

with Treasury that will provide for the collection of revenue 

derived from waste charges as well as its disbursement and 

funding of industry waste management plans thru the Bureau
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Global Trends: Developed

Municipal solid waste management 



COMPARISON



Waste innovation - Introduction

Å Greater innovation activity  
(technological and non-technological) 
amongst the private waste sector than 
amongst municipalities

Å Higher technological innovation activity 
than non-technological for both private 
and public sector



Global Trends: Developing

Å Actively pursuing alternative waste management 

option, focus on ï

o Increased materials and energy recovery

o Through increased recycling and recovery

ÅHowever, technology responses vary between 

countries (from low to high technologies)
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e.g. Organic waste

Composting

Anaerobic digestion

High temperature

Increasing 

complexity

Increasing 

cost



Global Trends: Developing

Å Major focus areas for China 

(12th Five-year plan)

o Waste recycling & recovery of 

metals

o Recycling of large industrial 

waste streams, e.g. fly ash, 

gypsum, mining waste

o Energy recovery from waste, 

e.g. domestic waste, 

industrial waste, sewage 

sludge
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Global Trends: New Projects
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Projects % of Total

USA 33 22.1

UK 27 18.1

Canada 13 8.7

Germany 12 8.1

India 6 4.0

Pakistan 6 4.0

Chile 4 2.7

China 4 2.7

France 4 2.7

Russia 4 2.7

Others 36 24.2

Top 10 Countries by New Waste 

Projects (number) (Dec-13)

Projects % of Total

USA 295 20.4

UK 228 15.8

Canada 90 6.2

China 67 4.6

India 64 4.4

Japan 59 4.1

Germany 57 3.9

France 38 2.6

Finland 36 2.5

Australia 31 2.1

Others 482 33.3

Top 10 Countries by New Waste 

Projects (number) (YTD 2013)

AcuComm Waste Futures

(December 2013)



Global Trends: New Projects
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AcuComm Waste Futures

(December 2013)


