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Background 

Ç International research reveals that  around 15 million people in 
developing countries work as a Waste Picker (Mark Carras, 2012).

Ç In the study done by Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA), it is 

estimated that about 67 000 peoplemake a living through waste 

picking in South Africawhile other studies estimate 85 000 people 
and,

Ç Research by the Institute of Waste Management of Southern Africa 
reveals that the average earnings of a Waste Picker in South Africa is 
R120/day and between R2 400 ɀR3 360/month.



Background ςcont. 

Ç South Africa generatesover59 million tonnesof general

waste(WasteInformationBaselineReport,DEA2012)

Ç An estimated 5.9 million tonnes of general waste was

recycled-10%

Ç Theremaining53.5 million tonnesof generalwastebeing

landfilled(WasteInformationBaselineReport,DEA2012)

Ç The South African waste recycling industry worth

over R15 billion a year. (DrHenryRoman,2012)

Ç South Africa loses over R17 billion worth of

resources through disposal of waste every year. (Dr

LindaGodfrey,2012)

Ç Waste Pickerare estimated to have savedmunicipalities

betweenR30ςR700million in landfill space. (CSIR,2016)

recycling industry worth over R15 
billion



Waste Services in Johannesburg: Quick Facts

An Joburg population is over  4.4m people

Over 1m households receive WM services, including 
informal settlements 

Disposes about 1.6 million tones/ annum

4 landfills

Less than 5 years of disposal landfill space

Disposing 80% of waste by landfills

Recycling about 20%

Over 3 000 Waste Pickers on the street and landfills

42 drop off sites/ buyback centres

11  operational depots



Projected waste disposal volumes

Waste disposed: 1.6 million tonnes/ year

Ç Projected annual waste disposal growth rate: 
3.6%

Ç Forecast waste disposal  by 2020 1.9 million 
tons/year

Ç Forecast waste disposal by 2030: 2.7 million 
tons/year

Ç Forecast waste disposal by 2040 3.6 million 
tons/year

Ç If no intervention ςless 5 years landfill 
airspace available
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Current recovery practices
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Current recovery practices


